
VideoVideoVideoVideo    GamesGamesGamesGames    andandandand    keepingkeepingkeepingkeeping    youryouryouryour    childchildchildchild    safe:safe:safe:safe:    

EEEE----safetysafetysafetysafety    ----    keykeykeykey    informationinformationinformationinformation    forforforfor    parents/carersparents/carersparents/carersparents/carers    

    
AsAsAsAs    aaaa    schoolschoolschoolschool    wewewewe    areareareare    committedcommittedcommittedcommitted    totototo    keepingkeepingkeepingkeeping    ourourourour    childrenchildrenchildrenchildren    safesafesafesafe    andandandand    totototo    promotingpromotingpromotingpromoting    thethethethe    

safe,safe,safe,safe,    responsibleresponsibleresponsibleresponsible    useuseuseuse    ofofofof    thethethethe    technologiestechnologiestechnologiestechnologies    available.available.available.available.    FromFromFromFrom    ourourourour    recentrecentrecentrecent    conversationsconversationsconversationsconversations    

inininin    schoolschoolschoolschool    withwithwithwith    childrenchildrenchildrenchildren    itititit    hashashashas    comecomecomecome    totototo    lightlightlightlight    thatthatthatthat    somesomesomesome    ofofofof    ourourourour    childrenchildrenchildrenchildren    playplayplayplay    ageageageage    

inappropriateinappropriateinappropriateinappropriate    videovideovideovideo    games.games.games.games.    

TheTheTheThe    ageageageage    ratingratingratingrating    isisisis    aaaa    clearclearclearclear    indicationindicationindicationindication    ofofofof    thethethethe    suitabilitysuitabilitysuitabilitysuitability    ofofofof    contentcontentcontentcontent    andandandand    wewewewe    suggest,suggest,suggest,suggest,    ifififif    

youyouyouyou    wishwishwishwish    totototo    treattreattreattreat    youryouryouryour    childchildchildchild    totototo    aaaa    game,game,game,game,    thatthatthatthat    youyouyouyou    askaskaskask    themthemthemthem    totototo    chooschooschooschooseeee    aaaa    titletitletitletitle    whichwhichwhichwhich    isisisis    

appropriateappropriateappropriateappropriate    forforforfor    theirtheirtheirtheir    age.age.age.age.            

 

                                            1)1)1)1)    RatingsRatingsRatingsRatings    denotedenotedenotedenote    thethethethe    contentcontentcontentcontent    andandandand    appropriatenessappropriatenessappropriatenessappropriateness    ofofofof    gamesgamesgamesgames 

Since 2003 games have been age rated under the Pan-European Game 

Information (PEGI) system which operates in the UK and over 30 other countries 

of Europe, in addition, where a game showed realistic scenes of gross violence or 

sexual activity the game had to be legally classified and received one or other of 

the BBFC classification certificates given for videos/DVDsvideos/DVDsvideos/DVDsvideos/DVDs 

TheTheTheThe    PEGIPEGIPEGIPEGI    systemsystemsystemsystem    hashashashas    beenbeenbeenbeen    effectivelyeffectivelyeffectivelyeffectively    incorporatedincorporatedincorporatedincorporated    intointointointo    UKUKUKUK    lawlawlawlaw and video games 

will be age rated at one or other of the following age levels; which you will find 

on video game sleeves. Ratings do not denote the difficulty or the enjoyment 

level of a game, but that that it contains content suitable for a certain age group 

and above 

  

The PEGI age ratings will enable parents and carers to make an informed choice 

when buying a game for their children. 

  

ItItItIt    isisisis    importantimportantimportantimportant    totototo    notenotenotenote    thatthatthatthat    thethethethe    ageageageage    ratingsratingsratingsratings    12,12,12,12,    16161616    andandandand    18181818    ageageageage    ratingsratingsratingsratings    areareareare    mandatorymandatorymandatorymandatory    

andandandand    thatthatthatthat    itititit    isisisis    illegalillegalillegalillegal    forforforfor    aaaa    retailerretailerretailerretailer    totototo    supplysupplysupplysupply    anyanyanyany    gamegamegamegame    withwithwithwith    anyanyanyany    ofofofof    thesethesethesethese    ratingsratingsratingsratings    totototo    

anyoneanyoneanyoneanyone    belowbelowbelowbelow    thethethethe    specifiedspecifiedspecifiedspecified    age.age.age.age.    TheTheTheThe    ageageageage    ratingsratingsratingsratings    3333    andandandand    7777    areareareare    advisoryadvisoryadvisoryadvisory    only.only.only.only.    

  

    

    

    



AnAnAnAn    18181818    RatedRatedRatedRated    gamegamegamegame    isisisis    appliedappliedappliedapplied    whenwhenwhenwhen    thethethethe    levellevellevellevel    ofofofof    violenceviolenceviolenceviolence    reachesreachesreachesreaches    aaaa    stagestagestagestage    wherewherewherewhere    itititit    

becomesbecomesbecomesbecomes    grossgrossgrossgross    violenceviolenceviolenceviolence    and/orand/orand/orand/or    includesincludesincludesincludes    elementselementselementselements    ofofofof    specificspecificspecificspecific    typestypestypestypes    ofofofof    violence.violence.violence.violence.        

    

ThisThisThisThis    ratingratingratingrating    isisisis    alsoalsoalsoalso    appliedappliedappliedapplied    wherewherewherewhere    thethethethe    levellevellevellevel    ofofofof    sexualsexualsexualsexual    activityactivityactivityactivity    isisisis    explicitexplicitexplicitexplicit    whichwhichwhichwhich    maymaymaymay    

meanmeanmeanmean    thatthatthatthat    genitalsgenitalsgenitalsgenitals    areareareare    visible.visible.visible.visible.    AnyAnyAnyAny    gamegamegamegame    thatthatthatthat    glamorisesglamorisesglamorisesglamorises    thethethethe    useuseuseuse    ofofofof    realrealrealreal    lifelifelifelife    drugsdrugsdrugsdrugs    

willwillwillwill    alsoalsoalsoalso    probablyprobablyprobablyprobably    fallfallfallfall    intointointointo    thisthisthisthis    category.category.category.category.    

  

2)2)2)2)    ContentContentContentContent    IndicatorsIndicatorsIndicatorsIndicators 

In addition to age ratings, video games will include indicators of the type of 

content and activities that the game includes in it. The descriptors are fairly self-

explanatory but should be read in conjunction with the age rating given for a 

video game. 

  

A violence descriptor with an 18 rated game will indicate a more extreme level of 

violence than a violence descriptor with a 12 rated game. Similarly a sex/nudity 

descriptor with a 12 rated game will probably indicate sexual innuendo but a 

sex/nudity descriptor with an 18 rated game will indicate sexual content of a 

more explicit nature. 

    

3)3)3)3)    ParentalParentalParentalParental    responsibilityresponsibilityresponsibilityresponsibility 

• The PEGI ratings system helps you make informed decisions about which video 

games to choose for your family 

• A PEGI rating gives the suggested minimum age that you must be to play a game 

due to the suitability of the content 

• As parents you can take direct control of what games your children play at home, 

how they play them and for how long through parental controls on video game 

systems such as the Xbox or PlayStation 

• Choosing and playing video games as a family is the best way to understand and 

enjoy them together 

• The stories, worlds and characters in video games offer playful ways to engage 

with a wide range of subjects and fuels creativity, interests and imagination 

• The askaboutgames.com website provides further information about video 

games ratings and offers real family stories and suggestions on how video games 

can be a creative and collaborative experience for all the family 

• We also recommend that all parents visit the CEOP Think U Know website for 

more information on keeping your child safe online www.thinkuknow.co.uk 

 


